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THE  TRI    NGLE 
Coronavirus edition No. 57 ! 

 

  www.slingsbyvillage.co.uk                                                                Apr/May 2020 

‘lunch is coming, chicks’

June/July copy to Gill Baker, Birch Cottage, The Lawns, tel: 01653 628479 By Saturday 16th May  at the very 

latest please (earlier is helpful), or e-mail: thetriangle@slingsbyvillage.co.uk 

http://www.slingsbyvillage.co.uk/
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Fryton Beck mid-February 2020. It seems an age ago !

 
Colin Douthwaite submitted this photograph of Fryton Beck, where the water level is just up to the top of the arch on 

the bridge. Fortunately no houses were flooded, but it was a close shave! 

Slingsby celebrated  

National Village Hall Week in style 
 

On Saturday 25th January, Slingsby Village Hall opened its 

doors for all to come in and see what the village hall had 

to offer, for National Village Hall Week. 

The Village Hall Committee welcomed all with tea, coffee 

& biscuits, offering all a chance to have a go on the 

tombola and cake stall. But the committee would 

especially like to thank Slingsby Community Primary 

School Choir, who with their lovely choir-mistress Alison, 

sang a medley of modern songs. All dressed smartly in 

their school uniforms, they stood on the stage and sang 

beautifully; they were fabulous and made National 

Village Hall Week in Slingsby a very special one. 

We would like to thank everyone who came to the hall 

on Saturday morning, all the parents for bringing their 

children to perform, Alison the choir-mistress and all 

locals for their very valued support. We would also like 

to thank you for all your donations as we managed to 

raise £216.00 towards the upkeep of the hall.  

 

 

If you would like to hire the hall, please contact Trudy 

Carr, Booking Secretary on 01653 628302 or Janet Clarke 

01653 628625  or contact Debbie Firby at  

gillgirl42@yahoo.com   

Thank you 

 

mailto:gillgirl42@yahoo.com
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All Saints volunteer appeal 

All Saints, Slingsby is seeking volunteers to join its 

Parochial Church Council. The PCC is the key decision 

making body of the Church of England for the parish of 

Slingsby. PCC members act as Charity Trustees 

responsible for the finances of the parish, care and 

maintenance of the church building and its contents. We 

would welcome you to come and join us. 

If you would like more information, please get in touch 

with either Rev Martin on 690913, email: 

meallwood110@googlemail.com or Ann Wilson 628853; 

email: annwilsonmamma@gmail.com 

Thank you,   

 

All Saints treasurer role 

Our Treasurer is stepping down after 18 years in the post 

and we are looking for a replacement. The person must 

be resident within the village and preferably have a 

knowledge of book keeping and spreadsheets.   

For details contact the Church Warden, Ann Wilson on 

01653 628853. Thank you. 

The Tringle team delivery crew: 
 

FRYTON:   Mick Singleton 
SOUTH HOLME:   Fiona Farnell 
 

SLINGSBY: 
 

Aspen Way & 
Green Dyke Lane  Rita Hardy 
Balksyde   Sandra Dalgleish 
Cavendish Court  Jo Plaskitt 
Church Lane & High Street  John Breckon 
Malton Road   Marcus Hodgson 
Porch Farm Close  Linda Chapman 
Railway St. (West)   Angela Hindby 
Railway St. (East) NEW: John Clayton  (north) 
Railway St. (East)  Pat Thompson (south) 
Sycamore Close   Philip Jackson 
The Green   Maurag Carmichael 
The Green Crescent  Nancy Coates 
The Lawns   Nick Witt 
 

POSTAL DELIVERY:  Jo Breckon 

** This Triangle had to be compiled in Mid-
March before the full impact of the 
Coronavirus was known, so it is likely many 
events have been cancelled – please check! 
I’m sure our subscribers will realise that this 
far-from-normal Triangle is the best we can 
do in the unique circumstances. Please see 
centre and back pages. ** 

 

Triangle subscriptions postponed 

Normally, £6 annual subscriptions for the Triangle would 
be collected in April by our volunteers. However, due to 
the present Coronavirus we have decided to delay 
collection. The health of our subscribers and collectors is 
the most important thing. Fortunately, The Triangle has 
sufficient funds to be able to delay this collection for one 
or two issues until, hopefully, the situation has 
improved. So, please bear with us and stay healthy! We’ll 
update you in the next issue, assuming there is one! 
  - Ed 
 

New arrivals 
 

From Birdsall to Fern Cottage, Railway Street, welcome 
to Vicky and partner Tom and four children, Jack, Jessica, 
Ben and Charlotte. Tom is a lorry driver for a company in 
Dunnington and Vicky has a livery yard in Thornton-le-
Dale. We hope you will enjoy living in Slingsby. 
From Malton to Aspen Way we welcome Jacqui 
Sheardown. Again, we hope you will enjoy living in 
Slingsby. 
 

Slingsby Sowers & Growers 
 

The new season started with a talk from Roger 

Burnett on geraniums & pelargoniums. He gave us 

all good advice on growing tips, taking cuttings and 

overwintering. Roger is an expert on geraniums so 

much so that this year he is growing plants for the 

Chelsea Flower Show. 

The evening also continued with the Annual General 

Meeting of our group and included agreeing a full 

itinerary for the year ahead. The next meeting, 

scheduled for Tuesday 7th April has been 

cancelled. New members are always welcome with 

no annual subscriptions; just a payment of £2 per 

night.    

mailto:meallwood110@googlemail.com
mailto:annwilsonmamma@gmail.com
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North Yorkshire Music Therapy Centre (NYMTC) 
 

I was fortunate to meet North Yorkshire Music Therapy Centre Director, 

Laura Festa recently, before the Coronavirus restrictions!  

Since 1990 professional Music Therapists have been helping people 
across North Yorkshire. The charity was begun in 1987 by Mary Abbotson 
and her husband, Raymond, and it became a registered charity in 1990. 
Initially they had just a large van but gradually they progressed to deliver 
outreach sessions, focusing the charity’s activities on clinical settings, 
such as hospitals, special educational needs schools (SEN) and hospices.    

Music therapy enables people of all ages and abilities to communicate and 
express themselves through music, voice, instruments and music 
technology. Music therapy can be beneficial to everyone, whether or not 
they have additional needs. It can help people to build confidence, 
develop social skills, improve dexterity and process emotional or 
psychological problems. 

NYMTC is now based at The Byre, Wath Court with Laura as its director. Laura is originally from Sicily, where 

she obtained a BA in piano performance and trained as a music teacher, teaching piano to children up to the 

age of 11 years. She then took her music therapy MA and specialised in working with children with special 

educational needs (SEN) while running her own Music Therapy Centre before taking a break to study further in 

Rome. Laura relocated to the UK in 2014 and took up the role of Director of Therapy for NYMTC in 2018. This 

allows her to combine the development of the NYMTC charity with her clinical work with children and young 

adults with special educational needs, as well as musical therapy sessions for the elderly, with or without 

dementia. 

NYMTC aims to play an active part in the life and well-being of the community and to provide the local area 

with a significant resource. Moving to Wath Court they now have a calm, welcoming large room where people 

can meet in a secure environment, experience the power of music and music-making and can be encouraged 

to achieve their own personal goals and feel valued members of the community. NYMTC therapists are 

registered with Health & Care Professions Council and are members of the British Association for Music therapy.  

Laura explains the charity’s strategy. “Since early March NYMTC has been running pilot projects to work with 

the elderly, people with dementia, and children aged 3 to 5. Group sessions are free and they are aiming to 

reach as many local people as we can, to promote 

community building, quality of life and to fight 

isolation. The sessions have run on Wednesdays 

since 11th March, at 2-3pm for adults and 4-5pm for 

children 3-5 years old” 

Like all charities, NYMTC is looking for volunteers to 

give a little of their time and some financial help. 

There are various roles available such as Friends, 

Fund-raising supporters, Duty Volunteers, Reception 

volunteers, Volunteer Co-ordinators. If you can help or are interested in supporting this charity please contact 

NYMTC on 01653 628725 or email enquiries@music-therapy.org.uk 

mailto:enquiries@music-therapy.org.ukj
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Three Farming Brothers 
 
The picture was taken at a recent family celebration 
and shows David, Stephen & John Prest who were 
all born and brought up in Slingsby & Fryton.  They 
all attended Slingsby Primary School before going 
on to Malton Grammar and Pocklington School.  All 
attended Askham Bryan Agricultural College before 
joining a Family Partnership at Cherrygarth Farm 
Fryton.  Eventually they farmed separately, David 
and son Stuart at Cherrygarth, Fryton.  Stephen at 
Castle Farm Slingsby and John with his son John at 
Riverdene Farm Near Great Habton.   
 

 
David, Stephen and John Prest.  
 

In the early days back in the 1960’s a lot of livestock 
was kept in particular a herd of Friesian dairy cows 
for milk production and flocks of Oxford Down and 
Suffolk sheep which were kept for the production of 
pedigree rams and sold in many local sheep sales. 
We also reared beef cattle kept breeding pigs and 
even some laying hens.  Over the years gradually the 
livestock disappeared and the farms concentrated 
on arable crops particularly potatoes, sugar beet, 
wheat and barley.  Closure of the sugar beet factory 
at York ended most beet growing in this area but 
oilseed rape proved a good break crop until the 
withdrawal of some chemicals that helped control 
flea beetle which attacks young plants has made this 
crop very difficult to grow.   
 

Farming has changed dramatically over the years 
with farms getting progressively bigger with far 
fewer people involved and much more reliance on 
contractors and contract labour.  With our exit from 
the EU farm support will be gradually reduced so 
many small family farms will not survive and the 
countryside will change as farms get bigger.   

On the conservation side I have just been putting 
some more bird nesting boxes up in the garden and 
around the farm.  It has been a good winter for the 
small birds with it being so mild and we have had 
large numbers of tits, sparrows, blackbirds and 
many other species in our garden including lots of 
pheasants.  

 

  
 

Scams 
 

Unfortunately, scams abound at the moment! The 
Metropolitan Police has produced a very useful free 
booklet, called ‘The Little Book of Big Scams’, 
available from our local police. 
 

To list what scams are in it would take up the whole 
of The Triangle, however it’s worth remembering 
the following: 
 

A bank or genuine financial organisation will never 
contact you out of the blue. Never give anyone 
access to your personal or financial details. Never 
click on a link in an unexpected email or text. Never 
give anyone remote access to your computer. Be 
suspicious of holiday or ticketing sites - are they 
genuine? Remember – if it sounds too good to be 
true it probably is! Finally, if you do fall foul to a 
scammer, always report it. Use 
actionfraud.police.uk or phone 0300 123 2040.  
 
 

Hovingham Bakery 
 

Due to the circumstances Hovingham Bakery and 
Rolling Pin Café are offering a free home delivery 
service (with a minimum order of £5) to those who 
are isolated, or simply unable to get there. 
 

Simply call 628898 before 2pm to place your order 
and pay over the phone, or by BACS, and we will aim 
to deliver the next working day. 
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Revised FOSS submission 
 
Hello all, 
 

It has been some time since we last published some 
FOSS news but we have been keeping busy in the 
background, holding a number of events during the 
Christmas period which has helped raise a total of 
£1,200 for School. 
 

We had planned to hold two new events this year 
alongside our much loved and well supported 
Scarecrow Weekend, including an Easter Trail and 
Mother’s Day Plant Stall, however due to the 
closure of Slingsby School, we have cancelled the 
Easter Trail this year. We did manage to hold the 
Plant Sale, which despite having to hold this as a 
help-yourself-bucket-donation event with some 
families at home in self-isolation, almost £50 in cash 
sales was raised. Additional promised donations to 
be made direct to School via ParentPay. Provided 
the plants are available next year, we will most 
definitely add this to our annual fundraising 
calendar. 
 

Sadly though, we have made the decision to cancel 
our Scarecrow Weekend, which works in line with 
the Village May Day Maypole Celebrations which 
was due to be held from the VE Day 
commemoration on Friday 8th May to Sunday 10th 
May. It was not an easy decision but one that was 
made with people’s well-being as our priority. 
Drawing on the positives though, with the work 
already started for this year’s event, we are in a 
great place to resume plans for next year and look 
forward to seeing you then. 
 

As at the time of publication, the Annual Slingsby 
Duck Race, normally held around the second 
Saturday in July, has been placed on hold.  
 

We at FOSS wish you and your families all the very 
best during this incredibly difficult and 
unprecedented time but look forward to seeing you 
at one of our fundraisers very soon in support of our 
beloved Slingsby CP School. 
 

Take care, 
 

FOSS Treasurer 

Mayday, Friday May 8th 2020. 
 

EVENT CANCELLED 
The full page submission by the May Day Group has 
been removed.   Ed

 
Saturday 27th June - A Summer Concert by Terrington 

Village Choir in All Saints -  EVENT POSTPONED

 

 
Slingsby Sports and Social Club 

 

At the time of writing we have made the difficult 
decision to close the club following government 
advice.  This is obviously done with a heavy heart, as 
the club provides an important social function for 
our members and we are conscious of the impact 
the closure will have.  However, we are in 
unprecedented times. 
 
It is especially disappointing given that the club had 
recently planned, in conjunction with Hovingham 
Tennis Club, to introduce a social tennis evening on 
Wednesday nights.  Rest assured as soon as the 
necessary anti-coronavirus measures are lifted we 
will be looking to relaunch this evening. 
 

The club members will continue, as much as 
possible, to maintain the sports field and the play 
area will continue to be available for people to 
attend with their children, obviously following 
government advice regarding safe distances. 
 

As soon as the situation allows we will look to 
reopen the club, including holding the popular first 
Friday of the month charity quiz nights which have 
raised hundreds of pounds over the last year for a 
range of excellent charities.  We will also 
reintroduce our third Friday of the month darts and 
dominoes nights. 
 

All that remains for the time being is to wish 
everybody well and urge you all to stay safe. 
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VIP corner – Audrey Foster 
 

In August 1953 Eric and Ivy Knowlson moved into 15 
Balksyde, which was a brand-new house, just 
completed. Eric and Ivy had two children, namely 
Hazel and Audrey, so the two girls were brought up 
there. Some years later Ivy had the opportunity to 
move into The Green Crescent and Audrey, now 
married to Brian since 1984, moved back into the 
family home from their flat in Malton where they 
had lived for about a year.  
 

 
 

As a child Audrey attended Slingsby School and then 
Malton Secondary School before leaving to work as 
office junior at Malton Bacon Factory in 1979. 
Reorganisation later resulted in her moving to the 
packing department where she stayed until 1999, 
when she decided to leave and look for something 
else to avoid shift-work. 
 

After a few months at home Audrey was 
approached by Dave Perry and Anne Holtby, of 
Perry’s Coaches, who knew she was looking for 
work. They were looking for someone to drive the 
school-run minibus which, being only a 7-seater 
required just a car licence. After an interview 
Audrey started working for Perry’s in May 1999. 
After a couple of years Dave Perry asked whether 
Audrey had considered driving ‘something bigger’ 
which would require a Public Service Vehicle (PSV) 
licence. She hadn’t, but got a provisional PSV licence 
and, after training, passed the test. Although it is 

now more common, in 1999 there weren’t many 
women with PSV Licences. Audrey has been driving 
for Perry’s ever since but now only does the shorter 
journeys.  
 

Slingsby Chapel is a large part of Audrey’s life. She 
has been a chapel steward in the past and is now 
chapel secretary, a role she has held for many years. 
When Audrey was a child she used to attend Sunday 
School there, with Freda Ware being her teacher. 
Indeed music and her faith at Slingsby Chapel are 
major parts of Audrey’s life. She is a Worship Leader 
and plays acoustic guitar. Audrey is involved with 
the Worship Group at Chapel, where they have a 
musical trio, with Karen Bishop also on guitar and Liz 
Marshall on the organ/keyboard and they all enjoy 
singing together. Audrey was brought up with 
music, her mum being Chapel organist and her Dad 
involved with male voice choirs. Evenings round the 
piano were commonplace years ago, when 
television was less intrusive and computers hadn’t 
been invented of course.  
 

Greece is Brian and Audrey’s favourite holiday 
destination, particularly Kefalonia, where they have 
been many times. She described Kefalonia as 
uncommercialised, peaceful and friendly and they 
are going there again this summer, looking forward 
to meeting the locals again, who recognise and 
welcome them every time.  
 

Family is important to Audrey, who has two step-
children, namely Katy and Brendan, and three 
grandchildren. In addition, there are nieces and 
nephews, making a close family. Also, Brian’s 
brother is married to Audrey’s sister, Hazel – how 
unusual (and occasionally confusing) is that! 
 

Audrey and Brian have been married for 36 years 
and have many friends in the village. I guess when 
you have lived in the same village all your life it’s 
inevitable. Certainly Audrey loves living in Slingsby.  
 

 

Regular readers may have noticed that the VIP page is 
normally written by Kay Hill. Unfortunately Kay hasn’t 
been too well lately [ no – not Coronavirus! ] and 
therefore hasn’t been able to interview and write for The 
Triangle. We hope she will be back to normal soon and 
able to continue what has become ‘her’ regular slot. Get 
well soon, Kay! - Ed. 
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Slingsby Chapel News 
 

Isn’t it great when we see the signs of spring after 
what seems like a long, wet and windy winter?  The 
snowdrops were lovely but are now dying back and 
now we have the lovely daffodils and crocuses to 
enjoy and up the lane sides there are the beautiful 
and very fragrant violets. I am reminded of the 
lovely old hymn… 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 
Each little flower that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colours, 

He made their little wings. 

Easter will soon be upon us and we begin our 
celebrations with a procession around the village on 
Palm Sunday.  We begin at The Chapel at 10:30am 
and after processing to various parts of the village 
we conclude with a short service at The Parish 
Church at around 11am 
 

On Easter Sunday at The Chapel we begin with an 
Easter Breakfast in the schoolroom at 9am and then 
at 10:30am there will be a service to celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection.  We give you a warm invitation 
to join us.  The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
are at the very foundation of our Christian faith.  
How wonderful to know that God’s love for us is so 
great that He sent His son into the world to be our 
Saviour, to live amongst us and identify with us. In 
the words of the great hymn…’Love so amazing so 
divine demands my soul my life my all’. 
 

Soupa Lunch in The Chapel Schoolroom at 12 noon 
continues to thrive with over 30 people attending 
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month to enjoy good 
company and good food. Soup, sandwiches, 
puddings and tea or coffee.  Everyone is very 
welcome.  The next are on 15th April and 20th May. 
 

We started our fish & chip deliveries in January with 
Malton & Norton Lions Club and they continue until 
April on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. Fish chips & 
peas for £3.50. Contact Stephen Prest or Daphne 
Gibbs if you want to order some, great value. 
 

NOTE - ‘Dates for your diary’ provided by Stephen 
have been removed with the exception of Soupa 
Lunch, where a delivery will be made if specifically 
requested. - Ed 

At the moment there is much concern, anxiety and 
perhaps confusion regarding the Coronavirus. 
Advice from the government is changing on a daily 
basis which is having a big impact on all our lives. 

 

Whilst our church services and activities have had to 
cease for the time being, we would like to offer our 
prayers and support for anyone in the village who 
may be feeling vulnerable at this time. Please let 
one of us know if you or a member of your family 
are in need of prayer, and we will pray for you. 
Perhaps you are feeling lonely and would like a chat 
over the telephone, we will happily give you a call. 
But of course, we do encourage us all to pray for our 
nation, protection for our villages, businesses, 
schools, and for each other that God’s hand will be 
upon us as we place into His care the things we 
cannot do. 
 

Some words from Philippians 4 v 6-7: 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Please get in touch if we can help in any way. 
Stephen & Rachel Prest 01653 628277 
Geoff & Karen Bishop 01653 628055 
Audrey Foster 01653 628643 
Our Minister Rev Ken Gowland 01439 770300 

 
 

Garden waste collection service 
 

Subscription is now open for the 2020/2021 year. 
The price remains as last year, £38 per bin. You can 
re-subscribe online or phone Streetscene at Ryedale 
District Council. If you don't want to re-subscribe, 
your collections will stop from 31st March 2020 and 
you will need to compost your garden waste at 
home, or take it to your local Household Waste 
Recycling Centre.  Garden waste must not be put in 
your wheelie bin for general waste.  If you want 
your brown bin removing, you can also request this 
on RDC website. 
 

RDC Streetscene Manager  
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We are open as usual at the time of writing 
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Brickyard Bulletin  
 

Well....I’d like to say that the weather has improved and 
we’re caught up with spring work, but......it’s not been 
quite that simple! An update then. It’s been quite a busy 
few weeks! The wheat I mentioned in my last article that 
we drilled in early January has partially come 
through...and partially drowned off! (Right in front of my 
house door, for that daily reminder...)   Late January saw 
a low disturbance tine bar for our direct drill built in the 
workshop, some training take place, some professional 
qualifications updated, some staff holidays, and another 
pig batch change.  
 

After January’s deluge, in came February with a dry week 
and a flurry of activity. A busy week was had by us all, 
harvesting all of the overwintered potatoes bar a small 
patch behind a wood in a very wet field at Ganthorpe. 
Nearly 600 tons of potatoes were graded into store that 
week, most of them destined to become fries for 
McDonalds later this month. A big relief, not least to my 
cashflow forecast! 
 

We also grasped the opportunity to harvest some more 
sugar beet. Mike Leckenby from Pockley came with his 
6-row Vervaet harvester, and lifted us 646 tons of beet 
from 18 acres – a very good crop indeed! The field was 
immediately ploughed and sown with wheat the next 
day....just before the next monsoon....over six inches of 
rain fell in February this year, making it the wettest 
February since records began in 1862, according to the 
Met Office. Soggy. 

 
The rain meant that my cropping plan has seen yet more 
changes – we follow quite a varied, but adaptable 
rotation. Winter sown cereals need to go through 
something called vernalisation – this means that once 
germinated, the young plant needs to sustain a low 
temperature for a given time, or seed will not be 
produced, and we will have nothing to harvest. This 
requirement varies between varieties, with seed 

breeders giving a safe cut-off date for the planting of the 
crop, the latest usually being the middle or end of  
 

February. We pushed our luck and drilled 50 acres of 
wheat in the first few dry days of March, but the door is 
closed for winter wheat now. 
 

Spring barley will take the place of winter barley, and 
some land initially planned for wheat. This is 
undoubtedly the case for many farmers, which has 
already put downward pressure on barley prices. Some 
land due for spring oats in 2021 will see them a year 
early, partially due to us having some farm saved seed on 
stock (spring seed is in very short supply and very 
expensive this year). We will have some spring wheat 
(historically not a great performing crop here, but with 
the spring barley market  likely to be oversubscribed this 
year, worth a punt) and some beans. 
 

The last few weeks have been taken up with a farm office 
refurbishment,  some drain jetting and ditching work, 
hedge planting, machine servicing, seed dressing, muck 
spreading,  potato washing for McCain’s Scarborough 
factory, and some training and research into the 
alternatives for sprout suppression, and alterations likely 
to be necessary in our potato stores for next season, 
following the ban of CIPC fog from October 8th this year.  
 

March came in like a lion, so lets hope it goes out like a 
lamb – at present, the backlog of work is quite 
significant. Walking fields with youngest daughter Poppy 
recently (optimistically looking for a field dry enough to 
sow some crops!) it was refreshing to see that our 
persistence with cover crop integration is showing its 
worth. Heavy land (this farm is called Brickyard for a 
reason!)  that was partially worked to be sown with 
wheat last September, hasn’t taken the 25 inches of rain 
that has fallen in the last five months at all well – it is still 
in a soggy, sticky state. 
 

A comparable field destined for a spring wheat 
experiment was sown with a simple cover crop of Oats, 
Beans, Radish and Mustard on the 12th September. It was 
very dry then, and germination not great, but the 
pictures tell the story – where there are live roots, the 
soil is in much better condition, there is more worm life, 
and the soil looks and smells much healthier. There is 
some crumbly tilth on the surface (rather than the rain 
beaten goo in the other field) which we could drill into 
after a few more drying days. Encouraging! 
 

Where there are problems, there are solutions, and 
where there is challenge, there is often satisfaction – I 
remain optimistic for a reasonable harvest.  
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All Saints Church 

 

After many months of work, lots of support and 
mountains of virtual paperwork we have finally 
completed our project. Our reports and accounts 
are with the National Lottery Heritage Fund and we 
are very grateful to everyone who has helped us 
along the way. Please take a look at our new Wildlife 
board in the churchyard and take a copy of our free 
leaflet from the church (see picture below).  
 

 
 

A new addition inside the church is our wonderful 
archive cabinet, made by master craftsman, John 
Apps, using some oak from the old pews. It is 
beautiful and will help us store material from 
exhibitions by the Local History Group and to use 
the church for more activities and events when the 
weather improves.  
 

 
 

As I write this, Slingsby Parochial Church Council is 
coming up to its annual parish council meeting on 
Wednesday 25th March. After ten years as PCC 
Secretary I am stepping down from the role. I am 
delighted to say we have managed to find a 

successor in Chrysa Apps, whose contact details will 
be available on the church notice board following 
the elections.  
 
Thank you for all your support over the past ten 
years. I still hope to be involved with the church but 
to focus my efforts on further fundraising and grant 
applications for the kitchen and toilet we have had 
designed way back in 2016. At least we now have a 
new roof and security system to protect us and new 
displays to draw more visitors into the church.  
 
As I write, the Covid 19 virus situation is changing 
daily. We hope to keep the church open for people 
to visit and find solace and reassurance within, but 
we may have to change some of our practices 
around communion and revisit larger gatherings, 
like everyone else, as the weeks and months unfold. 
In the meantime, if you would like a prayer said or 
need help, please do contact the Rector or 
churchwarden.  

Coronavirus summary. 

As the impact of the virus restrictions 

becomes tighter, people will need help, 

particularly the older and/or vulnerable, 

so . . . . 
 

if you NEED help please contact your 

Slingsby Support Network First Responder, 

as per the card which was pushed through 

your door recently. They will find someone 

to help you. 

 

If you can SUPPLY help, please contact 

either Fiona Farnell on 01653 628285 

(fiona@beechtreefarm.net) OR Geoff 

Bishop on 628055 

(geoff4.bishop4@outlook.com) OR Kate 

Giles on 628739. 

mailto:fiona@beechtreefarm.net
mailto:geoff4.bishop4@outlook.com
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Grapes for The Grapes 
 

 
An old photograph of The Grapes. The cyclist is believed to be 
Ronnie Swann. 
 

Many years ago, in my youth I was a keen billiards 
player and I played for Kirkbymoorside Church 
House ‘A’ team in the local league. Billiards was a 
very popular sport back in those days, before 
snooker took over. We always looked forward to 
playing Slingsby as they had a very strong side. Some 
of the names I recall from their team in the 1950’s 
are Willie Baker, the Sleightholme brothers, 
Teasdale, Clifford, Ware and Wentworth. Many of 
the same names would figure prominently in the 
cricket and football sides. 
 

After the game finished, we would make our way 
down to the Grapes Inn, where our taxi driver would 
be waiting. This was many years before the 
breathalyser was introduced, but very few people 
owned cars! That particular evening the bar was a 
very different place because bunches of grapes 
were placed everywhere, much to the enjoyment of 
customers. 
 

The actual year could have been 1954 but strikes 
were prevalent at that time and the landlord of The 
Grapes Inn explained that due to a strike by Hull 
dockers no cargo ships were being unloaded. The 
dockers had relented however and decided to 
unload the cargo of one ship due to the fact that it 
was carrying grapes, which have a very short 
lifespan. The unions rules however that the grapes 
must be given free of charge to local hospitals and 
any public house bearing the word ‘grape’ or 
‘grapes’ in its name! 
 

The fact that the dockers’ strike happened to 
coincide with our game of billiards against Slingsby 
made for a very enjoyable evening, except for my 
pal, Bill. Beer was consumed and grapes were eaten 
but Bill had just discovered a liking for whisky and 
had discarded pints of beer for his new favourite. 
Unfortunately, he discovered that whisky and 
grapes did not agree! 
 

Looking back on that evening of almost 70 years ago 
gives an indication of how much village life has 
changed since the 1950’s. 

Marathon du Malton 2020   
10k Gourmet Wineathlon 

 

Sun 30th Aug, 10am – 4pm, Malton Market Place. 
See www.visitmalton.com/marathon-du-malton  
Inspired by the Marathon Du Medoc in France's 
wine region, this gourmet food and wineathlon goes 
through an area of Yorkshire famous for its award-
winning local produce and spectacular countryside. 
Starting and finishing in Malton's market place, 
there will be ten food and drink stops around the 
pretty 10k course. Runners are encouraged to take 
their time, pace themselves and enjoy the party 
atmosphere, fancy dress and gourmet food stops. 
On offer will be local specialties like award-winning 
craft beer, artisan gin, miniature Yorkshire puddings 
with roast beef and even macaroons from the UK 
pastry champion!  
There are now three race options for 2020 with an 
option for everyone, so whether you would prefer 
to run, jog or walk the course there is one option for 
you. 

 

 

 

Left: Real earrings for sale 
 to remind 

 us all of 2020 ! 

http://www.visitmalton.com/marathon-du-malton
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Ryedale Community Charter 
 

Our story started when communities from six Ryedale 
villages (Gilling East, Oswaldkirk, Cawton, Coulton, 
Grimston and Stonegrave) met with the UK Community 
Chartering Network. Those present were inspired by a 
vision whereby residents could articulate their 
shared experience of living and working in this area. In 
essence what they “Love about Ryedale”. 

 
 

This journey continued with a series of community 
workshops enabling residents to share what they most 
value about the place where they live and what they 
would like to protect for future generations. This 
included the improvements and the changes they 
considered fundamental to the present and future 
sustainability of healthy communities and social 
cohesion. Examples identified, included affordable 
housing for local people built with the best available 
techniques for energy efficiency and sustainability; 
accessible integrated public transport to enable 
residents to travel to work without cars and for those no 
longer able to drive, the opportunity to continue to live 
in the area. 
 

The Ryedale Community Charter was 
created, identifying community needs, values and 
aspirations (reviewed annually) and produced 100% by 
volunteer input from the community.  
 

So what are community charters? They are rights-based 
documents identifying assets and aspirations for a local 
area which residents have agreed to be fundamental to 
the present and future of their community, together 
with related rights and responsibilities. Communities in 
St Ives, Falkirk, Loch Lomond, River Dart have also 
created charters. These have been used effectively to 
manage change and give communities a voice. 
 

What’s next? The charter continues to evolve. It enables 
individuals across Ryedale communities who are 
interested in the same issues to make connections and 
work together to bring about the changes they want to 
see. Residents are now working on various projects and 

local initiatives important to them e.g. affordable 
housing, local integrated public transport and the 
condition of local roads. 
 

This is a long-term initiative. The charter is a living, 
breathing document which will evolve to include more 
villages and towns. To date a number of villages, Parish 
Councils, community interest groups, organisations and 
societies have expressed interest in the charter and have 
requested presentations to their meetings. 
 

We’ve launched a website and sent out our first 
newsletter. Would you or your group/organisation like 
to know more? There’s information on our website 
https://www.rye-charter.org.uk and you can drop us an 
email too, contact@rye-charter.org.uk  We’d very much 
like to hear from you.  

 
 

Slingsby Ladies’ Group 
 

In February we held our AGM, followed by the 
monthly business meeting. At the AGM it was 
announced that, after sixteen years, Shelagh 
Richards has decided to stand down as Secretary 
and Vice Chair. All members thanked Shelagh for 
her hard work and enthusiastic support for the 
Group over the years and gave her a resounding 
round of applause. She is succeeded by Liz Senior as 
Secretary and Diane Watson as Vice Chair. At the 
meeting, the 2020 programme was introduced and 
we have some very interesting talks and outings to 
look forward to during the year. As usual, after the 
AGM and the first business meeting of the year, we 
enjoyed a delicious supper prepared by members. 
 

At the March meeting, members welcomed Chris 
Dudinska from Last Wishes, an independent funeral 
arranging service in Slingsby. Chris explained how 
she started the business with a view to providing a 
more personal, affordable approach to funerals, 
tailoring each one to the wishes of the family and 
friends. She promised that the talk would not be 
morbid and she gave us an informative and 
interesting insight into the services she can offer.  
 

In light of the current Coronavirus situation, we 
have decided to cancel all meetings until 
September of this year. Please keep safe and take 

care.     

01653 628103 

https://www.rye-charter.org.uk/
mailto:contact@rye-charter.org.uk?subject=I've%20got%20an%20idea%20to%20share
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Facts about Blackbirds 

As our cover photo shows a Blackbird arriving with 
a few juicy worms for its family, it was thought 
appropriate to list a few Blackbird facts: 
 

Male Blackbirds are black but females are not. They 
are dark brown - famous trick question. 
 

The Blackbird is the most common bird in Europe 
with an estimated twelve million in the UK alone. 
That’s about one blackbird for every five people. 
 

The male Blackbird does not incubate his partner’s 
eggs but he does bring endless food for her and the 
chicks. 
 

The Blackbird is usually the first bird to be up and 
about in the morning. This is thought to be due to 
the relatively large size of their eyes, allowing them 
to see better at dawn. 
 

Most Blackbirds are resident here all year but others 
arrive from Scandinavia, the Netherlands and 
Germany during early winter. 
 

 
Gates on the line! 

 
From the "Harrogate Advertiser" 1st January 1870 
 
"The last train from Malton to the north by way of 
the Thirsk branch on Christmas Eve narrowly 
escaped a serious accident mid-way between 
Barton-le-Street and Slingsby stations.  
 

Two field gates, taken from each side of the line, had 
been laid across the rails evidently to upset a train. 
As the night was very dark the obstructions were 
not observed and the train went at them at full 
speed. The engine cut the first gate clean in two but 
the second, being bigger, was picked up by the iron 
guards in front of the wheels and carried a long way 
before being broken up. The train jumped the rails 
(!) but the only damage done was to the engine.  
 

It seems that two strangers were noticed in the field 
near that place towards dark and it is supposed they 
had probably placed the gates on the line " 
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Farming and food supplies 
 

With the current crisis facing our country it is interesting 
to note that we all automatically expect there to be 
plenty of food available to us.  There is disruption right 
through the supply chain and our consumption patterns 
have also radically altered.  It seems a suitable time to 
recap on farming and food production in this country. 
 

The UK is a fantastic place to produce food. We have the 
climate, the skills and the natural resources to produce 
quality, fresh, affordable, nutritious food for everyone, 
in every corner of the UK. We are in a privileged position 
in this country that we do not have to worry about 
whether there will be food on the shelves, whether the 
produce we buy will be safe, and if the standards of 
welfare in Britain are world leading. For most of our 
lifetimes, the UK has been lucky to take food supply for 
granted. This privilege must not be taken for granted.  
 

The proportion of people’s income spent on food has 
never been less but perhaps have we forgotten the value 
of food. Farming is the bedrock of the UK’s largest 
manufacturing sector, food and drink, which contributes 
£113 billion to the country’s economy.  The UK food and 
drink sector employs nearly four million people. 
 

The world’s population depends on a small and precious 
area of farmland for all its food needs. About 37%  of the 
world is farmland. Global population size is set to 
increase from nearly seven billion today to eight billion 
by 2030; the UK population alone is projected to increase 
to more than 74 million by 2039.  There will be huge 
challenges to the global food system between now and 
2050 – notably water scarcity and the impacts of climate 
change. The global population will also become older 
and more urbanised, both of which will impact on food 
consumption patterns and agriculture. The unstoppable 
pace of technology continues to revolutionise our world, 
but it is a world that is becoming more volatile, not just 
climatically, but also economically and politically. Inside 
or outside of the EU, our food system cannot be shielded 
from all of these pressures. 
 

In the UK we are currently only 61% self-sufficient in 
food.  This number has been falling in recent 
years.  Surely this current crisis highlights this as a 
dangerous situation.  To rely on imports of food merely 
means hoping that there is a surplus from other 
countries. In Ryedale we are used to seeing our food 
being grown all around us we all need to think more 
about where all our food comes from and how it reaches 
us. 

  

NFU Mutual Agent 

Slingsby Parish Council – brief notes of 
meeting held on 16th March 

 

Erection of single storey rear extension at 7 Porch Farm 
Close, Slingsby. Recommend approval. 
 
 

Change of use of land from agricultural / horticultural to 
mixed use of horticultural / agricultural and domestic 
use, to include siting of a mobile shepherd’s hut for 
private domestic use at Manor House, South Holme. 
Recommend approval. 
 
 

Internal and external alterations of existing holiday 
cottage and attached barn to form 2 bedroom self-
contained annex for mixed use of holiday cottage and 
residential annex. Recommend approval. 
 
 

Erection of first floor extension, alterations to openings 
in W and S elevations and installation of air source heat 
unit at Ebor House, The Green. Recommend approval. 
 
 

The Parish Field: The current tenancy has come to an end 
and no formal tenders have been received. Members 
have received some interest if the fence is repaired. 
 
 

Cemetery fees: Agreed to remove the additional 
inscription fee and to add double-depth burial fee of 
£100. 
 

Received funding request for fencing and turf for the 
Slingsby Play Area. Agreed to order materials. 
 

Street Lights: Three streetlights are to be upgraded. 
 

Pot hole to be reported outside No.1 The Balk. 
 

Dog bins: two more are to be purchased. One 
irresponsible dog owner is to be reported to RDC. 
 

Village Drainage survey: PC to contact Simon Thackeray 
with regard to drainage system. 
 

Speeding: Ad hoc visits by the speed camera van will 
continue. 
 

Cemetery: Chairman will try to find a contractor who will 
address the mole issue. Mr. Dawson will continue to 
check the headstones. 
 

Hedges, footpath maintenance: Mr. Clifford will be asked 
to cut the Parish Field hedge. Clerk to report numerous 
broken Right of Way signs. 
 

Benches: Two new benches are delivered and are to due 
to be installed at the top of Fryton and on the railway 
line. An additional four new benches are to be installed 
outside The Chapel, top of Long Balk, one on railway line 
and one in middle of Fryton. 
 

A village Christmas Tree from Castle Howard is to be 
installed on the Village Green for Christmas 2020. 
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The Triangle continually requests submissions from our 

readers. Filling 24 pages every issue isn’t easy, so 

contributions are always welcome, indeed it’s hard to see 

our little magazine continuing at its present size without 

articles like these.  

For this issue two readers have stepped up to the mark, 
namely Chris Boddy, who wrote ‘Grapes for The Grapes’ 
and Barbara Batley who wrote this article about her 
special Christmas. Well done you two, the articles are 
much appreciated, thank you.  
 
Now, is anyone else brave enough to do the same? 
      Ed. 

 
Barbara’s special Christmas 

 

Christmas Day 
2019 was like no 
other Christmas 
Day in my life!  It 
was the day my 
partner, Brian and 
I were beginning 
our journey to visit 
my son in 
Melbourne.  
Christmas Day at 
40,000 feet!  
Would I get any 
turkey?  Or, as we were flying with Singapore 
Airlines, maybe it would be a plate of noodles.  Our 
passage through Manchester Airport was quiet but 
by no means deserted, and the plane cabin was 
modestly trimmed with seasonal decorations. Our 
plane lifted off mid-morning, and one of the first 
things I did was to look at the menu of the food on 
offer on our flight. Hurrah! Turkey and trimmings 
was an option.  Sadly, no Christmas pudding, but I 
don’t think the cabin crew would have been allowed 
to set fire to the pudding, and an unlit pudding just 
isn’t the same, is it? 
 

Thirteen hours later we touched down in Singapore.  
The bright sunshine was wonderful after the gloom 
and dark of Manchester, and after transferring to 
another terminal for our onward flight we enjoyed a 
very welcome stroll in the terminal’s Butterfly 
Garden before finding a quiet area (in an already  
very quiet terminal) where we relaxed in high 
backed, winged chairs for a couple of hours.  Then 

we were off again, up to 40,000 feet, for the seven-
hour flight to Melbourne.   
 

By now it was Boxing Day, but turkey and trimmings 
was still an option on the menu. Also noodles. I’ll let 
you guess which I chose. Because of the time 
difference it was Boxing Day night when we finally 
arrived in Australia.  My head wasn’t able to bring 
together the fact that it was Christmas and yet it was 
so warm.  A very strange feeling! 
 

We were in Australia for five weeks.  A lot of the time 
was spent in Melbourne but we had some very 
interesting trips away from the city.  Our first trip 
was 4 nights to Noosa, in the state of Queensland.  
This resort is on the Sunshine Coast and is one of 
Australia’s most popular holiday destinations.   Not 
surprising with such beautiful beaches, fine white 
sand and crashing waves.  A coastal trail runs behind 
the beaches and it was on this trail that we saw our 
first koalas in the wild, and as we walked along to 
the inappropriately named Hell’s Gate (if that’s Hell, 
I’ll volunteer to go) we saw dolphins a short distance 
off shore. 
 

After a week back in Melbourne we flew to 
Tasmania.  On our first morning in Hobart we joined 
a very interesting tour around the Cascade Brewery.  
This brewery was established in 1824 and is the 
oldest continually operating brewery in Australia. 
Later in the day we visited the Botanical Gardens in 
the city.  As one would expect, it being the height of 
summer in Australia, the gardens and glasshouses 
were a blaze of colour.  The lily pond, tucked away 
behind towering trees, was a beautiful haven of 
peace, and it was amusing to watch one tiny 
duckling who seemed to dislike water!  The little 
thing didn’t want to swim in the water – it moved 
around the pond by walking from lily pad to lily pad.   
 

After three nights in Hobart we returned to our 
‘base camp’ in Melbourne for a few nights before 
departing on a 2-night trip to the Great Ocean Road.  
This is an Australian National Heritage listed 243 km 
stretch of coast which begins near Melbourne and 
runs westward along the coast and is regarded as 
one of the world’s most scenic coastal drives.  
Construction work began in 1919 and took 13 years 
to complete.  The work was carried out by almost  
     continued … 
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Continued . . . 3,000 returning World War 1 soldiers, 
as a memorial to their fallen comrades.  Possibly the 
number one tourist attraction in the area is The 
Twelve Apostles, a collection of limestone stacks 
which rise majestically from the Southern Ocean on 
this dramatic stretch of coastline. 
 

Unfortunately, we were heading full speed towards 
the end of our holiday, but not before we had a trip 
to see the Penguin Parade on Phillip Island.  
Summerland Beach on the island is a 1½ hour drive 
from central Melbourne, and it’s where spectators 
gather daily at sunset to watch the fairy penguins 
emerge from the sea after a day’s fishing and 
waddle up the beach to return to their nests for the 
night.  And every morning they waddle down to the 
sea again for another day of fishing to feed 
themselves and their chicks, who they leave in the 
nests during the daytime.  Their nests can be up to 
2km away from the sea.   
 

Each evening’s event is well organised by the many 
stewards who are keen to answer any penguin-
related questions, but at the same time keeping a 
close eye on all the spectators to ensure everyone 
remains seated and no-one takes photographs – not 
even with a camera set to no flashing.  The 
penguins’ arrival time varies slightly each evening 
according to the fading light, and so we were sitting 
waiting for about 45 minutes, screwing our eyes up 
to eagerly scan the incoming waves.  Then suddenly, 
a large wave rolled in and deposited several dozen 
penguins on the beach.  For the next half-hour we 
were treated to the same spectacle every few 
minutes.  Wave after wave bringing in more and 
more penguins.  By the time we were leaving it was 
raining heavily, but no-one seemed to mind.  We 
were all ooh-ing and aah-ing as we walked up the 
boardwalk which was parallel to the track the little 
creatures were on, and enjoying being so close to 
them as they continued their evening commute 
back home. 
 

When we boarded our plane to start the return 
journey all signs of Christmas had disappeared.  No 
decorations and no turkey on the menu.  And we 
were left in no doubt that we had landed back in the 
UK the following day when the plane touched down 
at 8:30 in the morning – and it was snowing! 

 
 

Macmillan Cancer Support 
   
On 13th June 2020, S-J of Ryedale Mumbler will line 
up as a jockey in the ‘Ride of their Lives’ at York 
Racecourse. She will be riding a real race horse, 
trained by a public trainer owned by a paying owner 
at one of the most prestigious racecourses in the 
country, if not the world. There will be in excess of 
25,000 people there, that is daunting in itself!  
 

This race is in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, as is 
the whole race-day at York. The long-lasting 
partnership between York Racecourse and 
Macmillan Cancer Support remains the biggest 
single fundraising event for Macmillan Cancer 
Support and this year marks the 50th anniversary of 
such an alliance. They hope to make it big and raise 
£1,000,000! 
 

To be part of this is inspiring, exciting, daunting and 
to be honest a little bit frightening! S-J is determined 
to do her best, both in terms of raising money and 
riding the actual horse. She hopes to raise £15,000 
and she has set up a ‘Just Giving’ page on the 
internet, accessed by the Ryedale Mumbler site.  
 

There remains one other way that Mumbler is 
supporting this challenge: 
 

Family Fun Day on 17th April 2020 at Cedarbarn 
Farm Shop and Miniature Railway. 
 
Do get involved, come along or simply just nominate 
and vote for your ‘favourite’ - every little helps! 
 

Malton Food Lovers’ Festival  
 

Malton Food Lovers’ Festival 
runs for three days this year, 
from Saturday May 23rd to 
Monday May 25th (Bank 
Holiday) inclusive. For more 
information check out 

www.visitmalton.com 
 

Visitors can expect a bustling producers’ market, 
delicious street food, talks, tastings and 
demonstrations from some of the UK’s greatest 
culinary talent, live music and family entertainment. 

https://mumbler.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43dae1893ce5be0842c0af933&id=51d6f91db8&e=de56989d75
http://www.visitmalton.com/
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Hovingham Repair Café 
 

Bin it? No way! 
 

The first repair café was scheduled for March 14th and it 
is planned to hold further repair cafés quarterly. The next 
one will be June 13th. 
 
Local residents are invited to bring along items that need 
repair. The idea is to save items from going to landfill. 
Items can include electrical, household, carpentry items, 
clothing mending and alterations. The volunteers will do 
their best to mend, or advise free of charge. The 
objective is to see possessions in a new light and 
discourage us from throwing away well-loved items into 
landfill which could be mended and returned to a useful 
life. To help the project, if you have skills in sewing, shoe 
repairs, jewellery repairs, tool sharpening, computers, 
electrical or carpentry, please contact Kim Colenso on 
628324 or repair-cafe@hovingham.org.uk 
 
Organised by Project Purple part of Hovingham Action 
Group. 

 
Obituaries 

 

The Triangle is sorry to announce the death of the 
following people: 
 

Caroline and, slightly later, Iain McIlravy of The Balk, 
Slingsby. 
 

Dorothy Collier, who lived on High Street, Slingsby 
for many years and latterly of Ashfield Care Home, 
Malton. 
 

David Thackray, previously a resident of Slingsby 
and Malton, latterly of Stockport. David was the 
father of Adrian and Slingsby’s joiner for many 
years. 

 
Do you want to advertise? 

 

The Triangle currently has space for new 
advertisers.  If you are, or know of, a local business 
which would like to advertise with us we offer very 
competitive rates.  A quarter page advert is £50 and 
an eighth page advert is £35.  This for 6 issues (one 
in colour) and an entry in our Yellow Pages 
directory.  Please contact us on our main email 
address thetriangle@slingsbyvillage.co.uk  or phone 
Jo, our advertising and distribution manager on 
01653 628459 to discuss your requirements. 
 

Oil Consortium 
 
The dates for last orders are: 
1st June, 1st Sept, 1st Nov, 1st Dec 2020. 
Oil is usually delivered about a week after. 
 
New members will be welcome. There is no charge 
for membership and on average the price 
negotiated is 4p per litre less than if oil is ordered 
individually. For further information contact 
Geoff Bishop on 01653 628055 or at 
geoff4.bishop4@outlook.com 

 

Climate Change event 
 

Towards caring for God’s creation - responding to 
the unfolding disaster. Talks, Workshops, Displays. 
Saturday 25th April, 9:30am – 4:30pm at Lady 
Lumley's School Pickering. Cost £15. Students free.  
To book a place at the event, contact Helen 
Goodman on 01439 788401. 
Hovingham’s Project Purple (Hovingham’s group 
focused on reducing our carbon footprint) is 
arranging a minibus to take residents to the venue 
for a modest donation. Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend this event If you would like to 
attend and would like to use the minibus please 
contact: purple@hovingham.org.uk or telephone 
Ann Chapman on 01653 627171.  

 
Call for second-hand books 

If anyone would like to relieve their bookcase of 
books no longer required, Nunnington Hall has a 
second-hand bookshop and would be delighted to 
receive them (but no encyclopaedias please). These 
books are sold in the bookshop to help pay for the 
conservation of The National Trust’s Nunnington 
Hall specifically. Books can be taken to the Hall 
direct or passed to Carol Thornley at The Dower 
House (tel: 01653 627210) who will ensure they get 
there. 

Post script – Nunnington Hall house and gardens 
are currently closed.  
  

mailto:thetriangle@slingsbyvillage.co.uk
mailto:geoff4.bishop4@outlook.com
mailto:purple@hovingham.org.uk
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Slingsby Local History Group 
 

For several reasons, not least the Covid 19 virus, we 
decided to cancel the March monthly meeting of 
Slingsby Local History Group and will replace it with 
a Saturday morning activity in a larger space if we 
can, subject to further government advice. 
 

In All Saints Church our new local history archive 
cabinet is now complete and ready to receive 
contents. It has been beautifully and expertly made 
by John Apps and it uses some reclaimed oak from 
the pew reduction works. 
 

Our very grateful thanks to David and Carol 
Thornley for housing the large boxes in which our 
archives are stored at present, since I moved to a 
smaller house.  
 

Depending on whatever official guidance is given 
about public gatherings over the next few days, we 
propose to arrange a Saturday morning session to 
sort through the boxes and file the contents in the 
new unit. The unit will be kept locked normally, but 
at other times anyone will be able to ask for access 
and we aim to set up a borrowing system for the 
books we have collected.  
 

To do this we propose to put out some tables 
around the church where there is now much more 
space and invite members to come along and take 
the opportunity to look at the things we have 
collected; books, documents, maps, deeds etc. over 
a cup of coffee. Help on the day with cataloguing 
and arranging would be much appreciated.  The 
date of this will be circulated when agreed.  
 

The Church of England has announced that it is 
keeping churches open, subject to hygiene 
arrangements being put in place, although church 
services and other larger gatherings could well be 
cancelled.  All Saints will remain open as normal for 
anyone to visit privately. 
 

Over the coming months we had proposed to 
organise some trips and still intend to do this. At the 
moment all the uncertainty is making things difficult 
to plan, but please watch this space as we get to 
know more about what is open, and who can visit. 
In the meantime we shall keep the following dates 
in the calendar, but subject to further 
confirmation.  

Tuesday 12th May – an evening visit from Terrington 
Local History Group. Illustrated talk in All Saints 
Church at 7 pm on the history of Slingsby Castle - 
Kate and Margaret - open to all. This is our newly 
compiled talk which covers the whole story so far.    
 

Tuesday 16th June: 7 pm starting at Slingsby Green.  
Evening guided tour of older parts of the village led 
by Kate and Margaret, with architectural and social 
insights. We have not done one of these tours for a 
while and we know that new arrivals on the village 
would welcome this. We shall look in passing at the 
buildings that are associated with education and 
schooling, but not exclusively.  
 

Tuesday 21st July.  An early evening trip to Sheriff 
Hutton Castle and Motte. Time and details of where 
to meet to be confirmed. 

 

Slingsby Book 3 
 

Under the present 
circumstances perhaps a 
good read is what you 
need? There are still 
about a dozen copies of 
‘Slingsby, a Miscellany’ 
which is the third in a 
series by Slingsby Local 
History Group. It is 
available at the cost of £9, 
which for a book of 64 

glossy pages containing 136 pictures many of which 
have not be seen before, is good value.  
 

The chapters are Memories of the Railway; Lionel 
Lascelles; The Old Co-op; Ursula Lascelles; Rev’d 
Arthur Brooke; The Indian Cricket Connection; Miss 
Fitzwilliam; Evacuees and Slingsby At War. 
 

It is obtainable from any member of Slingsby Local 
History Group or from Tony’s shop or direct from 
David Thornley on 01653 627210. For postal sales 
we charge extra at the cost of a stamp and 
envelope. All profits go to the Local History Group 
and are ploughed back into the village.  
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Pam Bland’s special birthday 
 

 
 

The Triangle is pleased to wish Pam Bland a Happy 
90th Birthday for April 2nd from her family and her 
friends in and around Slingsby. Unfortunately, due 
to the present virus situation, Pam’s Village Hall 
birthday party has had to be postponed. 

 
 

Ryedale Indoor Bowls Club 
 

 
Two recognisable Slingsby members – Stephen 
Prest about to bowl and Alf Holmes in the 
background. 
 

Ryedale Indoor Bowls Club has started the new 
season and is now seeing an increase in both the 
League sessions and the increasingly popular Social 
‘turn up and play’ sessions. These Social sessions are 

very relaxed with a casual dress code and a stop 
midway for tea and a chat. Saturday mornings have 
the added bonus of being able to take advantage of 
the Breakfast menu in the adjoining restaurant. 
 

Beginners and established bowlers alike are 
welcome, with the first 2 taster sessions free. 
Introductory coaching is available and equipment 
can be provided until players are confident they are 
enjoying the game enough to buy their own 
equipment. 
 

The Social sessions on Thursday, Saturday and 
Sunday mornings at 10.30 am or Tuesdays at 2.30 
pm. Other sessions can be arranged for groups of 
friends or colleagues. If you are happy and decide to 
join, Social membership costs £5 per year plus £5 
per session. Full membership is £40 per year or £25 
for the half year, plus £3 per session  
 

For more information you can just turn up, or go to 
ryedaleindoorbowls.com or call Vice-chairman Dave 
on 07950136371.  Many thanks 
  

 
Coronavirus fraud 

 

Fraudsters are exploiting the spread of COVID-19 
coronavirus to facilitate various types of fraud and 
cybercrime. Reporting numbers of fraud are 
expected to rise as the virus continues to spread 
across the world. Fraudsters are also sending out 
coronavirus-themed phishing emails in an attempt 
to trick people into opening malicious attachments 
or revealing sensitive personal and financial details.  

Some of the other tactics we’ve identified from 
victim reports:  

• Fraudsters purporting to be from research 
organisation’s affiliated with the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) contact potential victims over 
email. They claim to be able to provide the recipient 
with a list of coronavirus infected people in their 
area. In order to access this information, the victim 
needs to click on a link, which leads to a malicious 
website, or is asked to make a payment. 



 

24 
 

Slingsby Support Network - Slingsby Needs YOU! 
 
The Parish Council decided to set up a Slingsby Support Network, creating a network of key contacts and 
volunteers across the village who can help with a friendly phonecall, some help with shopping or other tasks in 
the current crisis.  
 
By now everyone in the village should have received a postcard through their door, from a key contact person. 
They will try and collate names and contact details, as well as skills of other volunteers in the village. We would 
love to hear from you about how you might help, acknowledging that you might have skills that will be of use, 
or just the ability to have a good chat with someone on the phone.  
 
The ‘tear-off slip’ (exactly as below) is also available on the website, and at the back of the church where you'll 
also find a box to leave these slips, or you can just contact us via phone or email to let us know you would like 
to help. We will be coordinating very closely and a database will be coordinated through the parish council. 
We'll be observing data protection and GDPR practice in doing this, so please be reassured that your details 
would only be shared with your permission.  
 
We are finding our way here, as the coronavirus situation develops. The Slingsby Support network is not a 
medical service, so any enquiries about illness, education, childcare, employment, housing and benefits etc. 
should still be directed to the relevant government authorities. However, as a community we do not want 
anyone to feel isolated or frightened. Slingsby has weathered greater storms in its life, and we will get through 
this together.        

 
Useful websites for government advice are: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response  
NHS https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
Tear off sheet 

................................................................................................................................................................................. 
Yes I can help with the Slingsby Support Network! 

Name(s) 

Address 

Contact details (please provide phone and email if you can) 

I am happy to help (subject to availability and government guidance) with 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

Please contact us in the most useful way possible, either by phoning Fiona Farnell on 628285 

(fiona@beechtreefarm.net)  or Kate on 628739 or Geoff on 628055 (geoff4.bishop4@outlook.com) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:fiona@beechtreefarm.net
mailto:geoff4.bishop4@outlook.com

