
SLINGSBY, SOUTH HOLME & FRYTON 
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

 
Clerk to the Parish Council: David A Batley 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2011 

AT 7:00pm 
IN SLINGSBY VILLAGE HALL, COMMITTEE ROOM 

 
Minutes 

Margaret Shepherd (Chair) 
Fiona Farnell (Deputy Chair) 
Peter Snowball  
Michael Singleton 
Chris Wilson  
Michael Thompson 

 
 

1. Apologies 
 
All Councillors present. 
 
2. Members of the public will be invited by the Chairperson to raise any matter for discussion by the Council in 

respect of the agenda. 
 
Ten members of the public were present, also District Councillor R. Wainwright and County Councillor C. Wood. 
 
The Chair agreed that County Councillor Wood could address the meeting. Councillor Wood explained the very tight 
budgetary restraints the County Council had to implement following the Government’s spending review. She said that front 
line services would be maintained as a first priority however it was inevitable that some impact of the budget savings were 
felt by ratepayers. Councillor Wood warned of tough years ahead. 
 
Councillor M Thompson asked if Councillor Wood could investigate a recent fire incident in Slingsby when allegedly fire 
tenders could not access fire hydrants. This appeared to delay tackling the fire. Councillor Wood said that she would 
investigate this matter. 
 
In response to a question from a member of the public Councillor Wood explained the cost reasons behind the proposal to 
withdraw mobile library services.   
 
Councillor Wood said she would take this opportunity to thank David Batley the Clerk to the Council for his 8 years service 
to the Parish Council. He had maintained good relationships between herself  and the County Council’s officers and the 
Parish Council and always carried out his work in a diligent and professional manner. 
 
3. Introduction of New Clerk to the Council, Dinah Farley, following David Batley’s retirement after 8 years 

service to the Council. 
 
The Chair introduced Mrs Dinah Farley as the new Parish Clerk (from 1st April 2011) following the retirement of David 
Batley 
 
4. Minutes of the  19th October meeting 2010  
 
Approved as a correct record 
 
5. Matters arising from minutes 
 



• Cllr. Singleton reported that he has repaired the cemetery gates. 

• Cllr Wilson reported a street light that was on during the day near the school 

• It was agreed that Derek Carr could re varnish the notice board. Mr Batley to see Me Carr about this work. 
 
6. Village Design Statement information ( Maggie Farley) 
 
Maggie Farley addressed the meeting on the role on purpose of a Village Design Statement. A Village Design Statement 
would describe the distinctive character of the village and the surrounding countryside. It would describe the current 
environment for example the prevailing architectural styles in evidence and the traditional building materials typically used 
or the need for affordable housing. It would also be an opportunity for local people to influence the planning process within 
the Slingsby South Holme and Fryton area.  
 
Cllr Thomson suggested that it there appeared to be a political context to such a statement. Different political views might 
wish the village to development in different ways or have different priorities. 
 
Maggie Farley said a village design statement was a reference work only and should not have a political end. All members of 
the community would be involved with a public event to bring together and discuss outcomes. 
 
7. Introduction to Participatory budgeting ( Maggie Farley ) 
 
Maggie Farley explained that Participatory Budgeting directly involves local people in deciding how part of a public budget 
is spent. This helps tailor services closer to local needs, giving people more ownership of their community. Residents and 
community groups representative of all parts of the community are engaged in debating the merits of various spending 
proposals. Local people can vote on these proposals, and can have a role in scrutinising and monitoring the process. She 
explained that £2000 was available for a trial process. Residents would be asked about projects that would benefit the 
community and then at an open village meeting residents would decide on most beneficial. 
 
Cllr. Farnell said she would coordinate the distribution of application forms. 
 
8. Parish Field allotments 
 
Mr Batley informed the Council that the lease had now been signed by both parties. 
 
9. Parish Field grazing  
 
Mr Batley informed the Council that the licence had now been signed by both parties. 
 
 
10. Affordable Housing in Slingsby ( letter from Phil Hancock, Ryedale DC to discuss, attached) 
 
Cllr Shepherd read ourt oa email received for the Affordabkle Housing Officer at Ryedale District Council. Mr Hancock 
said he would attend a future meeting when some aspects of policy regarding affordable housing were clarified.  
 
11. Slingsby Burial Board: Green Dyke Lane Cemetery : approval of revised rules ( circulated at October meeting) 
 
The rules were approved without further amendment and signed by three councillors. 
 
12. Parish Plan Update  
 
Cllr Wilson informed the Council that the action points in the plan were being followed through wherever possible. 
 
13. Slingsby Web site update ( Jon Boots) 
 
Mr Boots informed the Council that the new village web site would be launched on the 1st March 2011. He said part of the 
web site was reserved for Parish Council matters and information. He thanked the Parish Council for contributing to initial 
funding. 
 
14. Snow clearing and gritting in village 
 
Cllr Shepherd informed the Council that Councillor Wilson had now obtained a snow plough for use in the village. Cllr 
Wilson said he would only charge costs incurred of using the plough. 
 
15. Local Development Framework update ( Cllr Wainwright)  



 
Cllr Wainwright informed the Council that the LDF was progressing. A meeting would be held on the 11th May2011 to 
discuss the approach made from Castle Howard for development proposed in the LDF to fund the upkeep of historic assets 
at Castle Howard 
 
16. New Planning Applications 
 
 There were no applications to discuss 
 
17. Renewal of membership of Rural Action Yorkshire 
 
Agreed to renew membership 

18. Letter from NYCC on Consultation on library proposals  

Mr Batley was requested to reply to the questionnaire with the Parish Council view that the withdrawal of the service was 
very much regretted. He was authorised to add other views objecting to the proposal as appropriate. 
 
19. Parish Council Elections May 2011, change of date of 2011 AGM 
 
The date of the AGM was agreed as the 11th May at 7.00pm. 
 
20. Any other business 
 
Councillors thanked Mr Batley for his 8 years dedicated service to the Council and Mrs Shepherd presented him with a 
bottle of wine. 
 
21. Questions will be invited from the members of the public present. 
 
A member of the public raised the point that with the closure of the Post Office, withdrawal of the mobile library, cutbacks 
in road maintenance and the closure of the village pub the outlook for the village was not healthy. 
 



 
Email from Phil Hancock 19th Jan 2011. Phil was going to attend the meeting but feels it would be best deferred until he has 
further info. 
 

Dear David 

 

I am happy to come along and speak about the issues if you think it would benefit the Parish Council. Last 

time I came I recall the Parish Council preferred to wait for the housing allocations from the Local 

Development Framework as, if an allocation was made, that would provide some affordable housing as part 

of any development. These allocations should be available for consultation towards the end of this year. 

We also talked about the Richardson’s Yard site that will provide affordable homes when developed. But 

there appears to be no progress with this scheme coming forward yet and I understand the planning officer 

is chasing up the owner. So with these opportunities for affordable homes already existing it may well be 

unnecessary to investigate any further proposals. My approach to you was because the Parish Plan 

indicated that the community were interested in a scheme for local people. 

 

Since contacting you the funding position for new affordable housing has changed and it is unclear at 

present what opportunities might exist for a purely affordable housing scheme over the next few years. The 

Council has also commissioned a new housing needs assessment that will provide up to date information 

on local needs at a parish level. These results won’t be available until April or May. I can tell you that 

residents in the village will be getting a survey form towards the end of this month. In addition there are no 

obvious and suitable sites available for an affordable scheme at this time. Because of this I am quite happy 

to defer my visit and wait until we have a better picture of local need and greater clarity on future funding 

opportunities.  

 

All the best 

 

Phil Hancock 

 

From: David Batley [mailto:david@david-batley.co.uk]  
Sent: 19 January 2011 15:46 

To: Phil Hancock 

Subject: FW: Local Homes for Local People 
Importance: High 

 

Hi Phil 
  
I am completing the agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council tomorrow, do you want to come 
along? If so let me know and I will put an item on the agenda. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
David 
 

 
From: David Batley [mailto:david@david-batley.co.uk]  
Sent: 03 November 2010 16:26 

To: 'Phil Hancock' 

Cc: 'ANDREW FARNELL'; 'Angela Shepherd'; 'Chris Wilson'; 'Michael Singleton'; 'Michael Thompson'; 'Peter 
Snowball' 

Subject: RE: Local Homes for Local People 

Hello Phil 
  



You are welcome to come to the next meeting of the Parish Council (Wednesday 2 February 2011, 7.00pm, 
Village Hall) to discuss this matter, however if you have any information I can circulate to Parish Councillors 
before the meeting I would be pleased to pass it on to them. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
David 
 

 
From: Phil Hancock [mailto:phil.hancock@ryedale.gov.uk]  
Sent: 28 October 2010 16:32 

To: 'David Batley' 
Subject: Local Homes for Local People 

Dear David 

 

I have now had sight of the results of the Parish Plan. There appears to be support within the community 

for further housing development provided it was affordable to meet only the needs of local people. I 

understand that the action arising from the Plan is for the village to undertake a Village Design Statement 

but I’m not sure what the Parish Council’s view is. 

 

Would the Parish Council be interested in further discussing this important issue? There appears to be little 

progress with the development of Richardson’s Yard and it may be 2012 before housing allocations are 

made through the LDF process. I’m happy to come back but realise that they may wish to wait until the VDS 

is done and the Council’s Local Development Framework is in place.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

 

All the best 

 

Phil Hancock 
 


