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General information

The Slingsby website went live online on March 1st 2011, and has had over 50,000 page 
views since the launch. A magazine layout style helps create a familiar 'magazine'
feel and offer viewers a concise and intuitive viewing experience. A static homepage, now 
with a new dynamic recent post feature, acts as an introductory page with information 
about the village, the role and features of the website, and admin contact details.

WordPress

A PHP/MySQL powered, open source content management system (CMS) called
WordPress continues to power the website and has performed exceptionally well. 

Site security has been a critical area focused upon in 2012 with the website now protected 
by a number of anti abuse services which also provide the website with a speed 
performance boost too. A daily website and server data backup system provided by 
CodeGuard was also implemented in Q2 2012 so that the website, should it be 
compromised, can be re-established online in the shortest time possible. 

The Slingsby Village website currently uses 28 plugins (Oct 2011 -15 plugins) that power 
the events calendar, recent posts, site security, backup and photo gallery systems.

The website currently has 262 posts and 43 pages. (Oct 2011 - 86 posts and 33 pages)

The website is currently running WordPress 3.4.2 with a new update (3.5) due in early
December that will include a brand new media (photos, video,documents) uploading
system. WordPress usually release three or four software development updates a year.

The WordPress CMS system remains an extremely secure, stable and flexible platform. 
The software is updated frequently, enabling the team to develop and add further features. 

Website Usage

The website has had a total of 50,002 page views (22/11/12) since the launch.
The average number of daily page views is currently 99. (Oct 2011: 64)
Current figure for 2012 usage is 32,172 page views
Over a ten month period from January to October 2012 web traffic has increased by 53%
Increases in traffic due to regular posting and the variety of content added by site Editors.

The highest number of page views in a day was 347 on November 5th . 
The monthly page view figure has remained above 3000 since May and has reached, 
since August of this year, between 3500 – 4000 page views a month.

Visitors to the website continue to be mainly from the UK but we also have many visitors 
from over 95 countries. The top countries in order are: USA, Australia, Canada, Spain, Isle 
of Man, Netherlands, Norway, Germany, New Zealand, India, Sweden, France, Belgium.

Website Hosting

Bandwidth usage is around 24% each month.



Amount of server space used  - 23%
Server Up time is 99.98%
Site response time 1.298 milliseconds

Search Engines

The website Search engine optimization has gone well with the website ranking high on
Google, Bing, Ask and Yahoo. The percent of traffic from the big search engines is as 
follows - Google (90.9%), Bing (3.4%), Yahoo (2.3%) Others (3.4%)

The website is ranked third in Google when the search term 'slingsby' is used and
first with the term 'slingsby village'. Search engine ranking is very good to excellent.

The website's regular updates and diverse range of content continue to help us rank high 
in the search engine results. Further search engine optimizations may take place in 2013.

Additional websites

Alongside slingsbyvillage.co.uk there are two other main satellite websites:-

twitter.com/slingsbyvillage - the Twitter page continues to provide both promotional and 
syndication services to the website. The current number of followers comes to 415 | 
Current number of tweets 1413 (October 2011: 193).

flickr.com/photos/slingsby_village - This website is an online archive for photography from 
around the Parish which has been extensively used this year and currently features 200 
images, most of which have been added this year.

A Wikipedia entry for Slingsby continues to bring in viewers to the website. This web page  
needs further development to bring it into line with other good quality Wikipedia entries for  
Malton, Helmsley, etc.

Email Systems

The Googlemail (Gmail) E-mail system continues to perform well, giving website e-mail 
communication access to all website staff.

Technical Issues

No serious or critical technical issues have been encountered over the last year. Small 
plugin issues were encountered in September 2012 but these were minor and only briefly 
affected the layout of the homepage / news and event sections of the website.

The WordPress.com based admin training/support website continues to be a great asset 
for support, testing and training.  A number of improvements to the website were made this 
year including the introduction of a new design and a few WordPress tips posts to help 
editors, however, the core purpose of the training website is to familiarize users with 
publishing using the WordPress content management system (CMS).
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