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1. Introduction 

The Slingsby Website and Newsletter Group, now in its ninth year of operation, has completed 
another year in good health. There have been team changes, but the quality of our output has not 
been affected. It has been a pleasure for me to steer the Group through this evolution and, with 
David Thornley, help provide continuity.  

Together, the Group’s two arms, the village website and the Triangle, have continued to bring 
uninterrupted news, local interest stories, event publicity and service information to the residents of 
Slingsby, Fryton and South Holme, as well as many other people far and wide. 

This report will give a brief review of the last 12 months of the Group’s activities, and then look 
ahead to 2020. 

Separate reports will be presented to give more detail about our Group’s financial position, the 
Triangle and the more technical aspects of the website. 

 

2. Finance 

The finances of our group are healthy and stable. The detailed accounts, which are available here, 
have been submitted to independent inspection. Our bank surplus will enable us to absorb any 
unforeseen cost increases. A Financial report on the accounts has been drawn up by our new 
Treasurer, Caroline Edwards. 

 
3. Website 

We have continued to ensure the Slingsby Village website is kept up-to-date in both its content and 
its software. We are pleased that our website still compares well with the best small community 
websites in Ryedale. 
Between us, Dave Wilmore and I have published more than 140 news and event posts over the 
course of the last 12 months, as well as carrying out the separate task of keeping the website 
calendar up-to-date. We have been able to maintain our commitment to update the website at least 
twice weekly. The website’s “static” pages are kept under review and are regularly updated (e.g. for 
the Parish Council, the churches, the Local History Group and “Geoff’s walks”). We encourage local 
community group leaders to take ownership of the information we carry on their behalf. 
In parallel, Facebook, Twitter and email subscriptions deliver news to people who prefer these 
methods. While website visitor numbers and page views have declined by about a third as against 
last year, there has been an increase in Facebook follows by around 20%. 
 
The background structure of the website is well-proven, stable and secure. Behind the scenes, your 
website editors have now become accustomed to the new block editor, which became integral to the 
content management system when WordPress 5.0 was released toward the end of 2018. 
Our Webmaster, Richard Flint has, throughout the year, implemented vital security updates and 



other software upgrades, as well as performing a wide range of other technical tasks which are 
beyond the website editors. We are indebted to him for his loyal, off-site support. 
More information of a technical nature is given in the Webmaster’s report, which Richard Flint has 
provided. 

4. The Triangle 

The Triangle has had another good year. Our co-editors David Thornley and Gill Baker have 
alternated to produce very interesting issues, with some new contributors. Jo Breckon has managed 
the significant task of advertising and has also ensured that printed copies are delivered to your door, 
with the vital help of a large delivery team. We are grateful to them all, and of course to our regular 
contributors. 

The Triangle editor’s report (written by David) will give more information. 

 

5. The Group 

  The Group has seen several changes in membership in the last 12 months. 

Rachael Thacker, who had joined the website team in the summer of 2018 had to step down toward 
the end of that year owing to unforeseen family and work commitments. 

Early in 2019 our recently recruited Triangle co-editor, Gill Baker, soon established herself not only 
as an effective editor but as a very capable all-round contributor to the team. 

Most recently, Sarah Bowley has handed over the role of treasurer to Caroline Edwards. We thank 
Sarah for keeping our finances in good order for two years. 

Dave Wilmore, the website’s news editor, is expecting to move away from Slingsby, perhaps in the 
first quarter of 2020, so the changes are set to continue. 

 

6. Outlook 

The future of both the Triangle and website seems to be reasonably secure, with new volunteers 
having offered their services at just the right time. The revised team has bedded in well. Naturally we 
hope that some more “just-in-time” volunteering will help us through 2020. 

Our next goal is to find a new website editor to share the load with me upon Dave’s departure. A 
separate social media editor would enhance our offering further. 

We recognize that team members’ situations change, and that the team must inevitably evolve 
further, so we still welcome further offers of assistance of whatever kind. 

Our finances are such that we can manage any unforeseen cost increases without the need to raise 
Triangle subscriptions in the foreseeable future. 

Finally, as always, we thank everyone out there who has helped make the website and Triangle a 
success in the past year, and we look forward to cooperating with even more residents in the 
coming year. 
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